
Free mover 
 
What exactly is a free mover student?  
 
A free mover student is someone who 
independently organizes their study 
abroad.  
Unlike traditional exchange students, 
free movers take the initiative to enroll 
in foreign institutions, navigating the 
application, admission, and enrollment 
processes by themselves.  
This approach offers unequalled 
flexibility and a unique opportunity for 
personal and academic growth. 
 
A free mover student can be described 
by several terms, each rooted in specific 
geographical areas: 
Free mover student 
Study abroad student 
Visiting student 
Guest student 
 
The term free mover student is used in 
Europe, and it is valued for 
its clarity and specificity, designating a 
student who independently manages 
their study abroad experience.  

 
Study abroad student, or study abroad semester student, is a prevalent term in the Anglosphere, 
including the United States, Canada, Australia, and the United Kingdom.  
 
The definition visiting student is broadly used in North America, parts of Europe, and Australia. This 
definition encompasses all students temporarily studying at a different institution. 
 
The term guest student is used in the Anglosphere, in parts of Europe, and in other select regions. 

 
 


